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Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights

1.1. Human dignity and human rightsHuman dignity and human rights
2.2. Benefit and harmBenefit and harm
3.3. Autonomy and individual responsibilityAutonomy and individual responsibility
4.4. ConsentConsent
5.5. Persons without the capacity to consentPersons without the capacity to consent
6.6. Respect for human vulnerability and Respect for human vulnerability and 

personal integritypersonal integrity
7.7. Privacy and confidentialityPrivacy and confidentiality
8.8. Equality, justice and equityEquality, justice and equity
9.9. NonNon--discrimination and nondiscrimination and non--

stigmatizationstigmatization
10.10. Respect for cultural diversity and Respect for cultural diversity and 

pluralismpluralism
11.11. Solidarity and cooperationSolidarity and cooperation
12.12. Social responsibility and healthSocial responsibility and health
13.13. Sharing of benefitsSharing of benefits
14.14. Protecting future generationsProtecting future generations
15.15. Protection of the environment, the Protection of the environment, the 

biosphere and biodiversitybiosphere and biodiversity

Unanimously adopted
by 191 Member
States, October 2005

15 basic
principles



Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights

ApplicationApplication of the of the principlesprinciples
Art. 18: Art. 18: DecisionDecision--makingmaking and and addressingaddressing bioethicalbioethical issuesissues

-- transparencytransparency in in decisiondecision--makingmaking

-- dialoguedialogue and and informedinformed public public debatedebate

Art. 19: Art. 19: EthicsEthics committeescommittees

Promotion of the Promotion of the DeclarationDeclaration
Art. 22: Art. 22: RoleRole of of StatesStates

-- taketake allall appropriateappropriate measuresmeasures

-- encourageencourage establishment of establishment of ethicsethics committeescommittees

Art. 23: Art. 23: BioethicsBioethics educationeducation, training and , training and informationinformation

Art. 24: Art. 24: InternationInternation cooperationcooperation

Art. 25: Art. 25: FollowFollow--upup--actionaction byby UNESCOUNESCO



Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights

PROMOTION AND DISSEMINATIONPROMOTION AND DISSEMINATION

•• Promotion Promotion materialsmaterials: brochures, folders, website     : brochures, folders, website     

•• TranslationsTranslations

•• PublicationsPublications: : journalsjournals, media, , media, newspapersnewspapers

•• BookBook withwith explanationexplanation per per articlearticle

•• BookBook withwith background background materialsmaterials

•• Conferences, meetings etc.Conferences, meetings etc.



Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights

CAPACITYCAPACITY--BUILDINGBUILDING: : makingmaking itit workwork

1.1. GlobalGlobal EthicsEthics ObservatoryObservatory

2. 2. EthicsEthics EducationEducation ProgrammeProgramme

3. 3. AssistingAssisting BioethicsBioethics CommitteesCommittees



Global Ethics Observatory
• Database 1: experts (Who is who in ethics?)

• Database 2: institutions, organisations, commissions

• Database 3: ethics teaching programmes

• Database 4: legislation

• Database 5: codes of conduct

• Database 6: resources in ethics

GEObs

Freely accessible

6 languages: Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, Russian, 
Spanish

www.unesco.org/shs/ethics/geobs

1114 experts

225 institutions

192 programmes

22 countries; 461 instruments

151 codes

139 resources
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Global Ethics Observatory
• Database 4: Legislation and guidelines

Australia
Brazil
Cook Islands
Egypt
Ethiopia
Fiji
Germany
Hungary
Indonesia
Israel
Japan
Jordan
Kiribati

UNDBHR

* principle of consent

Bioethical themes

* medical research with
human beings

Legal categories

* domestic laws

relevant texts of legal
documents

October 200: 22 countries

Nauru
Niue
Tuvalu
Panama
Samoa
Solomon 
Islands
South Africa
Tonga
Vanuatu



Database 6 Search Tool



Ethics Education Programme

Activities undertaken

1. mapping of experts in ethics

2. sampling of teaching programs

3. bioethics core curriculum

4. ethics teacher training course

5. ethics resources

EEP

Regional expert 
meetings in: 

• Budapest (2004)

• Moscow (2005)

• Split (2005)

• Tehran (2006)

• Muscat (2006)

• Istanbul (2007)

• Marrakech (2008)

• Abidjan (2008)

• Banjul (2009)

• Kinshasa (2009)



Database 3: Ethics Teaching Database 3: Ethics Teaching ProgrammesProgrammes

1 November 2008:
192 programs



UNESCO Bioethics Core Curriculum



- based on principles of Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights

- proposes a minimum program

- flexibility: does not impose a particular model

- global outreach: useful in all regions

- heterogeneity: variety and diversity around a 
common core

- aim: to facilitate the introduction of bioethics
primarily in medical and science schools

UNESCO Bioethics Core Curriculum



Implementation
1. materials available on website (english; arabic, 

french, russion and spanish)

2. development of educational resources

* multimedia 

* case books (UNESCO Chairs)

3. test phase: introduction in interested universities in 
different regions with uniform assessment and 
possible revision

UNESCO Bioethics Core Curriculum



Ethics Education Programme

Ethics teacher training course

EEP

Objectives: 
a. Learning how to teach ethics
b. Empowering a new generations of ethics teachers

Courses

- 30 October – 4 November 2006: Bucharest, Romania

- 9-13 July 2007: Egerton University, Kenya

- 10-14 September 2007: Bratislava, Slovak Republic

- 3-7 November 2007: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

- 17-21 November 2008: Minsk, Belarus



Educational resources

Ethics and policy Ethics and healthcare Ethics and public debate



ABC Assisting Bioethics Committees

1. identification and data 
collection about existing 
committees

2. provision of practical 
information

3. technical support

Series of Guidebooks
1. Establishing Bioethics 

Committees

2. Bioethics Committees at 
work

3. Educating Bioethics 
Committees

GEObs database 2



ABC Assisting Bioethics Committees
technical support

3 years project of assistance
• Year 1: - training working methods

- documentation
- training secretariat

• Year 2: - training ethics
- partnerships
- public event

• Year 3: - training ethics
- networking

Madagascar
Togo
Guinea
Gabon
Ghana
Jamaica

Memorandum 
of 
Understanding

Brazil
El Salvador
Mauritius
Niger
Cape Verde
Chad

Established; first training

In process of establishing



Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights

ELABORATIONELABORATION: : explainexplain in more detailin more detail

•• 20062006--7:7: IBC IBC workingworking groupgroup onon Consent Consent 
((ArticlesArticles 6 and 7)6 and 7)

•• 20062006--9:9: IBC IBC workingworking groupgroup onon SocialSocial
ResponsibilityResponsibility andand HealthHealth

((ArticleArticle 14)14)

•• 2008: IBC working group on Human 2008: IBC working group on Human 
Vulnerability and Personal Integrity                   Vulnerability and Personal Integrity                   

(Article 8)(Article 8)



ETHICS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Our website:

www.unesco.org/shs/ethics


