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Environmental crimes are 
due to a worldwide focus 

on unsustainable 
development 



Air Pollution 

The 
environment 
is entirely 
overlooked.





CLIMATE CHANGE



INDIAINDIA
ModernModern

29 states and 6 union territories

7th largest country, 
2nd most populous 
(1.08 billion people)

18 official languages, 114 languages, and 
900 dialects

Hindi is the national language, while English is commonly used 
for national, political, commercial, and educational purposes



Article 21: Protection of Life and 
Personal Liberty
Article 47: Duty of the State to raise 
the level of nutrition and the standard of 
living and to improve public health 
Article 48A: Protection and 
improvement of environment and 
safeguarding of forests and wild life 
Article 51A (g): I t shall be the duty 
of every citizen of India to protect and 
improve the natural environment including 
forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to 
have compassion for living creatures 



x India

Water (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Act 1974

Air (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Act 1981



Environment Protection Act 1986

Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling) 
Rules 1989

Public Liability Insurance Act 1991

Motor Vehicles Act 1988



Public Interest Litigation and 
the Supreme Court of India



The Taj Mahal 
Case

Cultural heritage: the 
Taj Mahal, 4 World 
Heritage Sites and 254 
monuments within the 
Taj Trapezium Zone

Life and health of the 
people, particularly 

the residents of Agra

Environment: animals 
and plants, Yamuna 
River, Holy Kunds

M.C. Mehta v. Union of India
1996 (4) SCALE (SP) 29



Gangotri has receded 
over 850 meters over 
the last 25 years, 76 
meters from 1996 to 

1999 alone.  

Praveen Kumar

The Ganges

Praveen Kumar







Cultural 
heritage: holy 

river

Polluter Pays 
Principle

Pollution Fines

The Ganga 
Case

M.C. Mehta v. Union of India and Others
W.P. (Civil) No. 3727 1985



The Beas River 
Case

Public Trust Doctrine

Vital role of judiciary 
when executive fails

M.C. Mehta v. Kamal Nath and Others
W.P. (Civil) No. 182 1996



Bichhri Groundwater Pollution 
Case  
ICELA vs. Union of India and Others (W.P. (Civil) No. 
967 of 1989)



Building a Foundation for 
Public Interest Law in India

Right to a Healthy Environment 
Strict and Absolute Liability Principle

Polluter Pays Principle
Precautionary Principle

Principle of Intergenerational Equity
Public Trust Doctrine

Exemplary Damages
Onus of Proof shifted to the Polluter



 

Possible Solutions: 
1. A clear definition of environmental crimes.

2. Setting up eco-crime courts at the International, National 
and regional level for the delivery of speedy justice.
3. Strengthening institutions for the enforcement of 

environmental law and policy.    
4. Setting up an Eco-Crime Police at the international and 

national  levels. 
5. Spreading awareness and information, as well as 

sharing experiences and learning. 
6. Sensitisation of judges, lawyers, NGOs, pollution control 

authorities, senior officials, and legislators on emerging 
threat of national and international environmental crime, 

and solutions thereto.  
7. Providing legal aid to the victims of environmental crime 

and eco-restoration at the cost of polluters at the 
international as well as national level.
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